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Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise 
indicated herein, one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and 
that the reference(s) be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" 
on any patent to issue therefrom. Applicants respectfully request the Examiner return an 
initialed copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 to Applicants with the next Office 
communication to indicate that the reference(s) has been considered, per MPEP § 609. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of the 
first Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is 
required. 

The reference(s) were cited in a counterpart foreign application. An English 
language version of the foreign search report is attached for the Examiner's information. 
The undersigned respectfully notes reference JP 2001-67822 was previously submitted to 
the Patent Office on December 23, 2003, and therefore is not enclosed. 
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" * English-language Abstracts of the non-English language references are attached 
hereto; and are relied upon for a statement of relevance for those references. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Registration Number 38705 
Customer Number: 00909 



Date: June 3, 2005 

PILLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PITTMAN LLP 
Telephone: (703) 905-2000 
Facsimile: (703) 905-2500 
P.O. Box 10500 
McLean, VA 221 02 
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Appln. No.: 10/743,453 



Filing Date: December 23, 2003 



Examiner: Unassigned 



Group Art Unit: 2655 
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PR 


JP 11-066762 


03/1999 


Japan 


NASU et al. 
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Japanese Office Action dated April 12, 2005 for Appln. No. 2002-380279 
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Date Considered: 



*EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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